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Plea? e amend the present application as follows: 
Clai >i$ 



The following is a copy of Applicants' claims that identifies language being added 

with underlining (" ") and language being deleted with strikethrough (" ")> a s is 

appl|cable: 

fl. (Currently amended) An apparatus comprising: 

a receiver for receiving a first message over a first shared-communications channel, 
whei|ein said first message comprises: 

(i) a notification that said first shared-communications channel has been reserved, 



and 



first 
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(ii) one or more values that define 

(a) a first time interval during which a second shaxed-comraumcations 
channel is reserved, and 

(b) a second time interval during which a first signal is transmitted 

over the combination of said first shared-communications channel and said 
second shared-communications channel, wherein said second time interval is after 
said first time interval; and 

a transmitter for transmitting, within said first time interval, a second signal over said 
hared-communications channel ealy. 



(Original) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein said first message is also received by a 
station that always transmits via one shared-communications channel at a time, and wherein 
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Isaid 



lotification causes said station to refrain from transmitting until after said second time 
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f inter ^a) 



3. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein said transmitter is also for transmitting, 
after said second time interval, a third signal over the combination of a plurality of shared- 
communications channels. 

(Original) The apparatus of claim 3 wherein said transmitter is also for, prior to 
transjfnitting said third signal, transmitting sequentially over each of said plurality of shared- 
coim lurikalioris channels a respective message for reserving that shared-communications 
chanpel 

5. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein said transmitter is also for, prior to 
receiving said first message: 

transmitting over each of a plurality of shared-communications channels a respective 
message for reserving that shared-communications channel; and 

transmitting a third signal over the combination of said plurality of shared- 
comujhunications channels. 

6. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein said receiver is also for receiving, during 
said [first time interval, a second message over said second shared-communications channel 
associated with reserving said second shared-communications channel. 
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(Original) The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising a processor for: 
sending signals to said transmitter, receiving signals from said receiver, and 
executing a contention-based protocol prior to said transmitter transmitting said 
secoid signal over said first shared-communications channel. 



8 (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein said second signal comprises a data 
message 

9. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein said second signal comprises a 
reservation message for reserving said first shared-communications channel during a third 
I time interval; and wherein said third time interval is after said second time interval; and 
wheilein said transmitter is also for: 

transmitting, within said first time interval, a third signal over said second shared- 
communications channel for reserving said second shared-communications channel during 
f said |hird time interval, and 

transmittmg> within said third time interval, a fourth signal over the combination of 
j said |5rst shared-communications channel and said second shared-communications channel, 

10. (Original) The apparatus of claim 9 wherein said reservation message is also received 
by a| station that always transmits via one shared-communications channel at a time, and 
wherein said reservation message causes said station to refrain from transmitting until after 
Isaid third time interval. 
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time 



(Original) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein said second signal comprises a 
reseflvation message for reserving said first shared-communications channel during a third 
interval; and wherein said third time interval is after said second time interval; and 
wherein said transmitter is also for: 

transmitting, within said second time interval and after said first signal is transmitted, 
a th^d signal over said second shared-communications channel for reserving said second 
sharld-communications channel during said third time interval, and 

transmitting, within said third time interval, a fourth signal over the combination of 
[said irst shared-communications channel and said second shared-communications channel. 
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frecei ved 



land 
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(Original) The apparatus of claim 11 wherein said reservation message is also 
by a station that always transmits via one shared-communications channel at a time, 
vherein said reservation message causes said station to refrain from transmitting until 
after said third time interval. 
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(Currently amended) A method comprising: 

(a) receiving a first message over a first shared-communications channel, wherein 
Irst message comprises: 

(i) a notification that said first shared-communications channel has been 
reserved, 

(ii) a first time interval associated with subsequent reserving of a second 
shared-communications channel, and 

(iii) a second time interval associated with transmitting a first signal over 
the combination of said first shared-communications channel and said second shared- 
communications channel, wherein said second time interval is after said first time 
interval; and 

(b) transmitting, within said first time interval, a second signal over said first 
shared-communications channel eaiy. 

114. (Original) The method of claim 13 wherein said first message is also received by a 
station that always transmits via one shared-comraunications channel at a time, and wherein 
said hotification causes said station to refrain from transmitting until after said second time 
|inter fal 
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(Original) The method of claim 13 further comprising: 

(c) transmitting, after said second time interval, sequentially over each of a 
lity of shared-communications channels a respective message for reserving that shared- 

comflnunications channel; and 

(d) transmitting a third signal over the combination of said plurality of shared- 
comj|nunications channels. 

16. (Original) The method of claim 13 further comprising: 
transmitting, prior to receiving said first message, sequentially over cacb of a plurality 

|hared-communications channels a respective message for reserving that shared- 
corn aunications channel; and 

transmitting a third signal over the combination of said plurality of shared- 
comjnunications channels. 

1 7. (Original) The method of claim 1 3 further comprising: 
(c) receiving, during said first time interval, a second message over said second 

shar|d-communications channel associated with reserving said second shared- 
com nunications channel 
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(Original) The method of claim 13 further comprising: 

(c) executing, after (a) and prior to (b), a contention-based protocol to gain access to 
irst shared-communications channel. 



19. (Original) The method of claim 13 wherein said second signal comprises a 
reservation message for reserving said first shared-communications channel during a third 
time interval that is after said second time interval; said method further comprising: 

(c) transmitting, within said first time interval, a third signal over said second 
shared-communications channel for reserving said second shared-communications channel 
duriijg said third time interval, and 

(d) transmitting, within said third time interval a fourth signal over the 
combination of said fibr$t shared-communications channel and said second shared- 
communications channel. 

1 20. (Original) The method of claim 13 wherein said second signal comprises a 
resdlvation message for reserving said first shared-communications channel during a third 
time [interval that is after said second time interval; said method further comprising: 

(c) transmitting, within said second time interval and after said first signal is 
transmitted, a third signal over said second shared-communications channel for reserving said 
seco|d shared-communications channel during said third time interval, and 

(d) transmitting, within said third time interval, a fourth signal over the 
combination of said first shared-communications channel and said second shared- 
comj aunications channel. 
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